[Photodynamic therapy of cutaneous epithelial malignancies. An evidence-based review].
During the last years photodynamic therapy (PDT) has progressively established itself as a standard treatment for non-melanoma skin cancer. A number of clinical studies have demonstrated its efficacy--also compared to other treatment modalities--as well as good acceptance by patients and outstanding cosmetic results. For Bowen disease and superficial basal cell carcinoma, PDT can be regarded as the first-line non-invasive treatment. In the treatment of actinic keratoses PDT should be considered when cosmesis is crucial or in cases of field cancerization. In nodular basal cell carcinoma, effectiveness for lesions up to a thickness of 2 mm is well documented. In summary the evidence level seems sufficient to regard PDT as valuable treatment modality of which patients should not be deprived.